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Dedication

We dedicate this plan to the Wurundjeri Traditional
Owners.  We respect and acknowledge their
enduring, living culture.

Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land
on which our school is situated, the Wurundjeri
People of the Kulin Nation and pay our respects to
Elders past and present. 
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Principal Statement

On behalf of our Kallista Primary School community and the Reconciliation
Action Planning Group, I present our first Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP).
We do so with the understanding that we have much to learn about
reconciliation in practice, and this RAP is our commitment to continuous
learning and meaningful action. For only through action, will we advance
reconciliation and make real change in society. 

Our RAP outlines our commitment to work, teach and learn at our school,
in ways that recognise, and honour First Nations’ strength, knowledge,
history, culture and language. 

The actions in our RAP provide a guiding light for teaching and learning at
our school. An essential and intrinsic aspect of our RAP process is to
continue to develop our inclusive practice through partnerships that build
trust and respect with First Peoples. In particular, we will nurture our
relationship with Wurundjeri Elders and community members to deepen
our understanding of their unique history, knowledge and perspectives. 

I commend this RAP to you, and hope that you will, along with your
families, join with us as we seek to move towards real reconciliation in
action with First Peoples.

Christine Finighan
Principal Kallista Primary School

  Reconciliation Action Plan 202203



Student Captain and Senior Student
Representatives Reflections 

“It’s a good thing! There are no words to describe how good this is.”

“It’s good because not many other schools are doing this, and we can be
leaders for other schools. Hopefully, other schools will follow in our steps
and do it too so then we can get more people to recognise Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander People. It’s good because we are learning more
about indigenous people’s way and their culture and what they’ve been
through.”

“I think it will be good to have a RAP because we are recognising the
people that were here before us and it would be great if we could take
our understanding further and learn more Indigenous language as well.”

“I think it’s a really good thing that we’re doing it!”
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Introduction

Kallista Primary School (KPS) is proud to present its first Reconciliation
Action Plan.

Kallista Primary School has a long history of engaging with local
Wurundjeri people. Through our experience, we recognised the need for a
framework that would encourage and formalise ongoing reconciliation
action through students, staff and community. In 2019, KPS made a
commitment to embark upon the school’s first Reconciliation Action Plan
(RAP). 

Our RAP approach is to start locally and work outwards to build on
existing relationships, knowledge and change. We aim to involve the
whole school community, extend to the local Hills community and ensure
our learning enhances and supports Australia’s First Nation groups and
initiatives. We recognise KPS is just starting and our school and community
will be on a continuous learning journey. 

We are looking forward to strengthening our existing relationships with
Australia’s First Nations through the activities outlined in this Plan and to
empower Kallista students, now and in the future, to lead with the
knowledge and confidence to advance reconciliation in their daily lives. 

Steps involved in developing the RAP
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KPS Values

The development of the whole child is extremely important to us at Kallista
Primary School. We are committed to providing our students with a happy
and secure environment, where we live by our values of Compassion,
Respect, Trust, Perseverance and Creativity. The KPS RAP sits alongside
and is strengthened by the Kallista school values:
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Vision statement
Students at KPS are leaders in their communities to recognise, respect,
and connect with First Nations Peoples and their ongoing culture.



Actions
The Actions set out in this RAP follow the Reconciliation Australia
framework for schools (Narragunnawali - Reconciliation Action Plan), as in
Figure 1. The actions foster a school community that values its
relationships with Australia’s First Nations, including by respecting their
living culture and ongoing connection to the Country where the school
stands and the KPS community learns. 
As KPS’ first RAP we have allowed flexibility for the plan to evolve through
shared learning and professional development of the KPS staff. In this
responsive way, KPS has identified a set of actions that build upon each
other and can be developed further as the understanding grows alongside
our relationship with Australia’s First Peoples. The RAP prioritises
Aboriginal-led learning and expression through language, song, dance
and relationships.
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Figure 1: Reconciliation Australia Framework

https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/raps/what-is-a-rap


RELATIONSHIPS

Building relationships with the Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung people, peoples of the Kulin nations,
and First Nations people throughout Australia, will enhance KPS students’ ways of knowing so
that they may take a nuanced view of connection, science, language, art and culture into the
broader community. First Nations peoples are not of one mind or perspective and there are a
number of ways Indigenous values, knowledges and expertise will transform how the rhythms,
rituals and relationships between people and place are understood at KPS. KPS will start with
building cultural competence and confidence of teachers and staff which will in turn, build the
student’s confidence to explore, understand and connect with Australia’s First Nations. Strong
relationships with First Nations communities will centre around finding new ways to respect and
follow Indigenous-led learning and events.

  Reconciliation Action Plan 202208



  Reconciliation Action Plan 202209

[1] Corranderk is an important place for Wurundjeri people. Aboriginal Leaders Simon Wonga and William Barak worked to establish and protect Coranderrk, a self-sufficient
Aboriginal farming community and government reserve in Healesville established in 1863, see: www.coranderrk.com. The Indigenous Lands Corporation purchased 200 acres
in 1990, which is now managed by the Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation.

http://www.coranderrk.com/


RESPECT

KPS will continue to demonstrate respect for all Australia’s First Peoples through its teaching
and learning programs, and involvement with the wider community.‘Welcome to Country’ and
‘Smoking’ ceremonies are an intrinsic part of school ceremonies and the on-going involvement
of Aboriginal Elders in school programs. KPS will continue to develop established relationships,
based on respect and friendship, with local and interstate communities and individuals. These
relationships will encourage honest recognition of Australia’s past and provide a context and
respectful understanding for our future. 
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OPPORTUNITIES

Through the development of the RAP, KPS will incorporate and celebrate ongoing learning
opportunities for the whole school community. In classrooms, First Nations’ history will not be
separated but threaded seamlessly into the context of the whole curriculum. Students and the
wider community will be introduced to local Aboriginal language. The RAP will be formally
included in curriculum planning sessions and staff meetings. 
With the involvement of School Council, policies will be reviewed and developed through an
inclusive lens. The RAP will be publicised and celebrated in the wider community through
events, KPS website and articles.
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Implementation

Implementation is another opportunity for the school community to learn
about and further the KPS vision for the RAP. The implementation will build
on the broader school and community engagement in the development of
the RAP. The key actions for implementation are captured in the
‘Celebrate RAP progress’ action (above) through an approach that
encourages student involvement, makes the plan accessible to the
community and regularly reviews and monitors progress. 

Monitoring and evaluation
The RAP action categories are used to organise and report on KPS
reconciliation actions. The RAP Group will develop a template to monitor
and evaluate RAP progress annually. The RAP Group will continue to meet
quarterly to monitor and assist with implementation and prepare a
quarterly report to the School Council.
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