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"Educating the
mind
without
educating the
heart is no
education at
all. "
- ARISTOTLE
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IMPORTANT DATES AND TIMES
2021 VI TORIAN S HOOL DATES
C

C

Term 1: Wednesday 27th Jan (teachers start) - Thursday 1st April

WOMINJEKA

(Foundation children come in for one to one teacher time doing the English
Online Interview from Thursday 28th January to Wednesday 3rd February and

Welcome to our wonderful
school! We look forward to

start school as a whole class on Thursday 4th February.)

sharing in a fun, positive and

Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June

highly rewarding first year of

Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September

developing our partnership

schooling for your child, and to

Term 4: Monday 4th October - Friday 17th December (teacher end)

with you throughout the years

PREP "SETTLED START"

to come!

To help facilitate a smooth transition between home and
school. Below are the times and dates for the Kallista PS.

Deborah Alter-Rasche
(Foundation Teacher) &
Christine Finighan (Principal)

2021 Foundation class.
Thursday 28th Jan- Grades 1- 6 start school. Prep 1:1 Literacy interviews begin. (See
your child's individual scheduled time between 28th Jan - 3rd Feb)
Prep Day 1 - Thursday 4th Feb - 9:30am - 12.30pm
Prep Day 2 - Friday 5th Feb - 9:30am - 12.30pm
Prep Day 3 - Monday 8th Feb - 9am - 1.30pm
Prep Day 4 - Tuesday 9th Feb - 9am - 1.30pm
Wednesday - (No attendance on Wednesdays until the week beginning Tuesday 9th
March, Labour Day week). Individual Numeracy Assessments will be conducted on
these days and you will be given your time and day for this following the Literacy
Interview
Prep Day 5 - Thursday 11th Feb - 9am - 3.30pm (From this date Preps come full days,

C

ONTA T US
C

Telephone: 9755 2633
Fax: 9755 1960
Website: www.kallistaps.vic.edu.au
Email:
kallista.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Deborah's email: deborah.alterrasche@education.vic.gov.au
Christine's email:
christine.finighan@education.vic.
gov.au

9 - 3.30pm, bar Wednesdays until Labour Day week when they commence full time)

At Kallista Primary School, we respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional
custodians of the land upon which our school resides and we pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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THE FIRST WEEK OF
FOUNDATION
GET TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS

Your child will get their own special time with their teacher one to one to become familiar with their new classroom
surroundings and start to build a trusting relationship.
Your teacher will conduct the English Online interview with your child to gather useful data to inform their learning
programs to specifically cater for your child. Your teacher will also have some time with you to chat through any special
areas you would like to draw attention to about your child, or any questions or concerns you may have.
You can drop off their stationary, art smock, library bag and box of tissues at this time, to be organised in the classroom.
Please do not cover books and do not write names on pencils and textas as these will be shared by all children

PREP SETTLED START
At Kallista PS we have a carefully developed and planned first week in the
Foundation classrooms to support and transition your child with their first
experiences at school. We have found this a very successful approach to your
child’s first week at school as it allows support in both the playground and
the classroom environments.

Day 1: Thursday 4th February, 9.30 – 12.30
Parents are asked to bring their child to the Foundation classroom at 9.30, where the Foundation teacher will be
waiting to greet them. Punctuality is important right from Day 1.
Once inside the room, ask your child to locate his/her named locker and they can put in their bag.
Your child will have a choice of a range of activities set up in the room to help him/her settle. You are welcome to
stay for this first half hour to introduce your child to the room, take photos, find your child’s locker, etc.
Some children may find these first days a little overwhelming. If your child is upset or finding it hard to say
goodbye, please trust that the Foundation teacher will look after him/her, and say your goodbyes quickly, firmly
and happily. In 99.9% of cases, an upset or reluctant child will settle into the day calmly and enthusiastically soon
after your departure. Please know that the teacher or Principal will notify you if there is any continuing distress.
A range of introductory activities will be planned for the day, to help orientate your child to the school. A tour of
the school building and grounds, whole-class trips to the toilets and taps and extended eating times will also help
your child to feel safe and supported through these first couple of days.
Buddies will join your child and their teacher for a Prep only play time in the playground.
At 12.30 you are invited to meet your child at the classroom for dismissal. Please ensure that your child knows
what to do at the end of the day (i.e. who will be picking him/her up and from where).
All children will require a snack, hat and a bottle of water.
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THE FIRST WEEK OF
FOUNDATION
Day 2: Friday 5th February 9.30 – 12.30
All Foundation children will start at 9.30 (you are welcome to stay for ½ hour)
Again, there will be activities in the Foundation classrooms to settle your child.
Children will require a snack, hat and a bottle of water.
At 12.30pm, be ready to collect your child outside the classrooms

Day 3 and 4: Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th February, 9.00 – 1.30
On these days the children will leave school after they have their lunch. The Foundation teacher will be supporting
children in the playground during recess to aid transition to whole school play time.
All children will start at 9.00 from now onwards
For the final time, the familiar activities will be set up at the start of the day to help settle your child in.
Children will require brain food (fruit or veg only), snack and lunch, as well as their hat and drink bottle. It is a good
idea to go over what your child will be eating at brain food, recess snack and lunch-time, to avoid confusion.
Buddies and the class teacher will be there to assist at recess with the whole school.
At 1.30pm collect your child from outside the classroom (on the outside deck)

Wednesday 10th February:
No Attendance (unless interview time scheduled for that day)
Foundation children will not be required at school on Wednesdays until the week beginning Tuesday 9th March
(Labour Day week). Individual Numeracy Assessments will be conducted on these days.

Day 5: Thursday 11th February FULL DAY 9am-3.30pm
First full day of school! All days from now on will be regular school times, with the exception of Wednesdays until
after Labour Day.

FULL DAY - DON T FORGET TO PA K
'

Wide brimmed hat

Drink bottle

C

Brain food

Recess snack

Lunch

"Play is the
highest
form of
research"
- ALBERT
EINSTEIN
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STARTING S HOOL
C

Starting school is a momentous event in your child’s life. It is an exciting time. School
usually means some big changes in your child’s life – separation from family, new feelings,
new friends, independence and new experiences.
Parents can be very helpful in making the transition from home to school a happy experience. As
a parent you have assisted your child in learning many things, such as walking and talking – you
are your child’s first teacher. At Kallista Primary School we encourage you to continue your
valuable role in the learning and teaching of your child.
Below are some ideas to help you facilitate your child's smooth transition to school:
Play in the playground in the holidays.
Read to and talk with your child regularly. Children who are confident with language will have a
head start when they begin school.
Please ensure your child has plenty of rest (early nights and set routines), especially in the first
term of school, when they are likely to be quite exhausted as they adjust to the new routine!
Give your child practise being independent in dressing. Including putting on and taking off
their own shoes and jumpers.
Develop your child’s self esteem by praising any new achievement, particularly when new tasks
are attempted. Help your child to learn to make decisions, solve problems and face difficult
situations. Your sympathy and support are needed without overprotection. The independent
child will attempt and learn more.
Talk to your child about the school crossing and road safety.
Take care that your child does not bring articles to school that are fragile, expensive,
inappropriate (toy weapons) or could cause accidents.
Training in clean toilet habits and hand washing.
Let your child practise the things that they will need to know, such as unwrapping lunches,
asking for help, sticking to a schedule, getting along with others and learning to listen.
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THE FOUNDATION YEAR
The Foundation year is a wonderfully exciting time for your child. There will be so many new
adventures to experience and people to meet. The Foundation year sees the most significant
emotional, social and academic development then any other. Foundation students become
familiar with routines and procedures, and increasingly responsible for their behaviour,
learning and belongings. As they develop their abilities to read, write and increase their
mathematical understanding, share in your child’s excitement, as will we!
There is so much to learn in the first year, but we are sure to make our experiences fun and
engaging along the way!
In addition to our academic program, over the year we will focus on:
Adjustment to the School
Environment
The people – teachers and
staff, specialists, parents,
students, ‘Buddies’
The buildings and
playground
The rules, expectations,
rights and responsibilities
of students
Classroom and whole
school routines
The length of the school
day and week

Responsibility and
Independence

Developing Social Skills
Needed to Work With Others

Bringing Take Home reader
folders and library books to and
from school
Getting notices home and
bringing back where needed
Caring and taking responsibility
for own (and others’) belongings
Making decisions and showing
initiative
Coping with new situations
Completing tasks with limited
assistance
Becoming increasingly selfreliant in social and academic
settings

Developing Basic Skills for Learning
Using the senses
Observing, measuring and recording
Listening, remembering and following
directions
Communicating
Developing curiosity, questioning and
reasoning
Developing co-ordination

School Values:
Respect
Compassion
Trust
Perseverance
Creativity

Building and maintaining
healthy relationships
Sharing, taking turns and
showing consideration for
others
Co-operating in small groups
and partnerships
Dealing with conflict
appropriately and with
increasing self-reliance
Developing resilience and
empathy
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C

URRI ULUM
C

Kallista Primary School provides a comprehensive curriculum in all the disciplinary,
interdisciplinary and personal learning areas of the Victorian Curriculum.
Our Foundation program is stimulating, exciting, and incorporates all visual,
auditory, tactile and kinaesthetic modes of learning. At Kallista Primary School we
believe in educating the whole child, and ensure that learning extends beyond the
academic and into the social and emotional development and wellbeing of each
individual student.
In 2021, we are continuing to implement our Foundation inquiry/investigative
learning model, which is a tightly structured and rigorously planned approach to
play-based learning, and provides a springboard to our explicit teaching of literacy
and numeracy. This approach to learning incorporates play and project-based tasks.
It provides students with greater opportunities to follow their personal interests,
and to direct and be responsible for their own learning.
As well as the play and project-based learning that will take place, we will be
providing your child with explicit learning in the areas of literacy and numeracy.
These sessions run after investigations, and will incorporate links and learning from
an investigation session, as well as very explicit teaching in reading, writing, speaking
and listening, and number, space, measurement, chance, data and strategies.

In literacy sessions, we will be working to develop and foster in
children a love of literature, reading and writing. Students will
develop essential literacy skills through author and textual foci,
independent, guided and shared reading, writing experiences,
creative composition and responses to meaningful literature. Skills
are also developed through the many and varied opportunities to
discuss, argue, imagine and wonder about texts and creative ideas.
The children will develop an appreciation of the excitement,
adventure, relevance and power of literature.
In addition to the experience of rich quality literature, students will
have opportunities to learn explicit strategies in reading, writing and
speaking. They will develop a vocabulary to describe their language
development and thinking, and take increasing responsibility for
their development through goal-setting, teacher-peer conferencing
and self assessment.
The Foundation Mathematics curriculum encourages children to
see Maths in their everyday lives. It is hands-on and activity- and
game- based, providing for fun and dynamic learning of Maths
concepts.
Through Maths tasks, students have many diverse experiences in modelling concepts and manipulating numbers, and have
opportunities to apply their understandings in a range of contexts and representations. Students learn their numbers up to and
beyond 20, handle and describe shapes, measure and compare length, mass and capacity, become aware of time and learn to
question and problem-solve through number. Importantly, students learn to describe their thinking and account for the strategies
they use in solving problems. They work individually and in small and whole group contexts. As with literacy, numeracy skills are of
great importance at Kallista Primary School, and a solid grounding is established in the Foundation year.
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FOUNDATION INQUIRY MODEL
In 2021, Foundation students will be participating in our
inquiry/investigative based program which follows the
developmental framework set out by the Department of Education’s
Early Years Learning model. In our Junior Learning Centre, we are
able to provide a well resourced and flexible space, with a range of
learning centres. These centres include Dramatic Play areas,
Sensory, Manipulative, Construction, Writing, Imaginative Play, Art,
Reading, Maths, Collage and Science and Discovery stations.
Through these and other centres the students can explore their
own interests, devise their own projects and take responsibility for
their own learning, while being supported by their teacher.
Our Kallista Foundation Inquiry Model is a rigorously planned
curriculum, through which the Foundation teacher scaffolds and
supports engagement and learning so that children are being
challenged and extended.
As an overview, after “Tuning In” to the learning intentions, students
will spend a part of the morning working on their own personal
projects, with the teacher working as a facilitator, helping children to
extend their oral language and thinking, recording detailed notes on
focus children and observing individual development. This
culminates in a rich “Reflection time” where links to learning are
highlighted through skills shared.

Each child takes regular turns in being a Focus Student, which involves them being
part of the Tuning in and Reflection time, which is where their Inquiry experiences
are linked to the Learning Intentions from the Curriculum, which are for
Investigations and the learning for the rest of the day. These Learning Intentions
are reviewed and changed on a fortnightly basis, and come from the Victorian
Curriculum at the children’s point of need.
After the first term of the Foundation year, designated students will take turns to be
the “Reporter” and record the learning intentions spotted, and then report back to
the group during reflection time.
In fourth term, the Photographer role is also added, with a photographer
accompanying the reporter and taking pictures to demonstrate the learning
spotted. They too share these during reflection time.
Through these experiences the children are scaffolded into learning in literacy and
numeracy. This is then extended into explicit teaching that is directly linked to their
investigation experiences.
Some of the reasons that we are so enthusiastic about this approach to
learning include:
This play and project based curriculum provides for rich discussion and talk
between children, including co-operative work and delegation roles.
Opportunities for practising and developing speaking skills also provide a critical
foundation for success in reading and writing.
It provides extensive opportunities for students to follow their own interests, to take greater control over and responsibility for
their own learning and to become independent. It moves from a traditional ‘teacher-centred’ model of education to a more ‘childcentred’ environment.
The Inquiry model provides a much smoother, gentler transition between Kindergarten and School.You can read more about the
early years framework at www.education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework

“Children need the
freedom and time
to play. Play is not
a luxury. Play is a
necessity.”
- Kay Redfield
Jamison
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WHAT DOES MY C HILD NEED TO
BRING TO S C HOOL?
Each child will require the following items, all clearly and permanently named:
Lunch box that is easy to open and close and a non-spill drink bottle.

Coverall smock for Art. Old shirts are excellent and probably most easy to
obtain and replace. Lining the front with waterproof fabric is a good idea to
save damaging the school uniform underneath.
Library bag to transport borrowed books to and from school. (This is
separate to your child's reader folder that will be supplied)

School bag to carry to and from home big enough to fit everything.

Appropriate shoes for P.E. and sporting events – named.

Spare change of clothes and underwear in a plastic bag in the school bag (all
year), in case of an accident or muddy clothes.

Box of tissues for general classroom use.

All other school requisites will be in the book box that your child will receive after you have paid your
student contributions next year. The box will be delivered straight to the classroom where we will add
name labels to books. All other stationery items will be shared as a whole class.
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S C HOOL UNIFORM
The wearing of the school uniform creates a sense of identity within our school community and assists in
managing the ongoing well-being and safety of our students. We seek parent support to ensure that their child
is wearing the correct uniform each morning. The uniform has been developed in consultation with the school
community, student representative council and school council. It provides choice for students and allows
students to safely engage in the many varied school activities and also cater for the financial constraints of
families.
This dress code applies during school hours, traveling to and from school, school excursions, and for all school
photographs. Students need to present an explanatory note from their parents, if they are out of uniform.
The following uniform code is compulsory for all students.
Polo Tops
- Long or short sleeve
- Gold or navy
Shorts
- Cargo, jersey, culottes
Jumper
- Navy blue
- Windcheater or Bomber Jacket
Summer Dress
- Kallista colour
Winter Tunic Or Winter Skirt
- Kallista colour or plain navy
- Plain navy skivvy or plain navy round neck long sleeve top should be worn as an
under garment to pinafore
Shoes
- Shoes are to be black or navy and can include leather school shoes, elastic sided
boots/ankle boots, runners/sports shoes and covered in sandals
Socks
- Plain blue, black or white socks
Hats
- Hats should be plain navy broad brimmed or legionnaires
School Bag
- Badged, navy school bag is preferred
PURCHASING THE SCHOOL UNIFORM
Uniforms with Logo
Branded Kallista Primary School uniforms can be purchased at:
Beleza School Uniform Shop
4/216 Dorset Road, Boronia
Tel: 9761 2438
Uniforms without Logo
Available for purchase from most large department stores
e.g. Kmart, Target etc.
Second Hand School Uniform Store
Please ask the school office regarding opening hours. Arrangements can be
made to help provide school uniforms for families experiencing economic
hardship.
FURTHER INFORMATION
The full Uniform Policy is available at the school office and on the website, or feel
free to discuss with School Principal Christine Finighan.
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OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
Lunchtime Arrangements
Children eat their lunches under supervision, from 1.30 – 1.40 in their classrooms or on the deck. (Foundation children will
start lunch earlier as they can take a bit longer). Please ask your children to bring home uneaten food, so that you might
adjust the amount given if necessary. We encourage ‘nude food’ and ask the children to place their scraps and any
wrappings in their lunch box to be returned home.
Sushi lunch orders, delivered by Sushi express in Belgrave are available to be ordered through the "Qkr!" app each
Thursday. We are currently investigating a second day per-week lunch-order option, after losing our previous supplier due
to COVID. We will let you know any further details as they become available.

Brain food (fresh fruit/vegetable snack)

Please supply a small amount of “brain food” in a separate container for eating at 10am. Fresh fruit, dried fruit and
vegetables are acceptable. A named drink bottle of water should also be supplied.

Before and After School Care

Kallista Primary School provides a safe and caring Before and After School Care Program in the GP Room. Enrolment
forms and costs are available at the office.

Absences

Children MUST be signed in/out at the Office if they are arriving late or leaving early and all absences must be notified by
phone or the Compass app.

Payments

Please see the Office Information Pack for best methods for payment for excursions/incursions. Download the “Qkr!” app.

Communication

At Kallista Primary School the youngest child
from each family is sent home with any
notices, newsletters or correspondence for
families. Junior grades use their school reader
folder as a ‘communication and take home
book folder’, to ensure notices get home
safely and in one piece! Please be sure to
check your child’s communication
folder/reader folder each day, and send it
back to school. You can also put any of your
own correspondence inside to send to your
child’s teacher and any notices to be returned.
Please download the “Compass” app to keep
up with other paperless correspondence. You
can also check the school website and
facebook page.
Apps to
Download
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT
We welcome and value parent involvement in school activities. We see education as a shared responsibility between school and
home. Parent-teacher interviews are held at set times during the year. The first being early on in the term for Foundation parents,
so that we can better get to know you and your child.
Please feel free to make appointments at other times to discuss aspects of your child's education. Your partnership is vital in your
child’s education.
Throughout the year we will be asking for parent helpers for various things, including reading in the classroom, and assisting with
excursions and special events. All parent helpers require a Working With Children’s Check (WWCC).. Please enquire at the office
about applying for a Working with Children Check or follow the link on our school website www.kallistaps.vic.edu.au
Not all parents will be able to help at school during the day, but all parents can contribute in some way:
• Be a good listener.
• Read to your child regularly-every day – a good start in reading and writing is the best guarantee of success throughout school.
• Talk to your child about his/her day.
• Get to know your child’s teacher - attend parent/teacher interviews.
• Get involved in School Council or school sub-committees.
• Join our Parents and Friends Association (PFA)
The school is committed to “Be on time – School starts at 9!”
As such, we start our morning routine at 9am sharp and require a settled
and uninterrupted time so we can get the children’s full attention. We
appreciate your support with this.
Anything you need to discuss can be emailed to the teacher or you can
make an appointment.
We have an open door policy at 3.30pm daily (brief on staff meeting days), if
you wish to share the day’s experiences with your child or chat with your
child’s teacher.
In term two, after effective separation has been established, we invite
parents to join the class as Parent Helpers and be part of our learning
programs. Your contributions are always highly valued by us.

By working together with mutual
trust, respect and support,
parents and teachers can provide
a better quality education and
ensure success in learning for all
children.

